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Sunday May 1, 2011 at our 10:00 a.m. Eucharistic celebration, 24 students from St. Andrew's School, in High 
Prairie received Jesus for the first time at Holy Communion. 

The preparation for this wonderful event was done by our Grade 2 teachers, Mrs. Jennifer Norgaard and Mrs. 
Karen  Backs, along with our two priests, Father Tony and Father Abraham. 

The Parish presented each child with a 1st. Communion Certificate, a rosary, along with a card on how to pray 
the rosary, a 1st. Communion pin and a 1st. Communion candle, presented by the Catholic Women’s League of 
the parish. 

A Beautiful luncheon, provided by the parents, was served by the CWL ladies. Nancy Fisher from our            
community made a beautifully decorated 1st. Communion cake for the occasion. 

Nancy has done this for our 1st. Communicants for many years.  Thank you Nancy 

St. Andrews School, First Holy 

Kaylee Gayton, Jordan Johnson, 
Erica Bogner,    Benjamin Hill, Abbey 
Doris and Emma Jeffs  celebrated the 
Sacrament of First Holy  Communion 
on Sunday, May 15, 2011 at Holy 
Family Parish in Grimshaw.         
Congratulations on reaching this        
milestone in your faith journey.  We 
pray that God will guide you as you 
continue to grow in your  relationship 
with Him. 

Holy Family School, First Holy Communion 
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Holy Family Matters 

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven” - John 6:51 

Communion Prayer 

My Jesus, I believe that 

you are truly present in the most 

blessed sacrament.  I love you above 

all things, and O desire to possess 

You within my soul.  I believe it 

because You have said it, and I am 

ready to give my life to maintain 

this truth. 

 AMEN 
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Justin Monahan, the student council president from St. Andrew’s School 

in High Prairie, led an interactive presentation for school board members 

on the Speak Out initiative of Alberta Education. Speak Out is a student 

engagement program created by Alberta Education to hear student voice 

about learning styles, instructional practices, and school climate. Speak 

Out is an interactive forum where students participate in team building   

activities and then share their ideas through a guided discussion. The 

forum generates a report that can be used by school administration and 

teachers to guide further practice. 

Speak Out is a useful tool for “listening to what kids say.” St. Andrew’s 

was fortunate enough to have the team from Alberta Education led a  

forum for Senior High students on October 20, 2010. In the spring, a 

team of Senior High students led a Speak Out forum for our Junior High 

students. At St. Andrew’s, we have implemented changes based on the 

results of the forum, such as creating a student council and planning  

cultural honors trips. 

Justin is a model of student leadership and the Speak Out program provided an opportunity for his voice to be heard.       

“SHINE!” Update 
June 2011 

To celebrate the end of the year, two events were hosted over the past few weeks. The Grade 6 “SHINE!” Rally on May 28 was hosted by 
Good Shepherd School. This was a one-day event for students from across the division. Over 80 grade six students attended, as well as over 40 
junior leaders who helped coordinate all of the activities. It was a great day filled with music, games, activities, friendship and sharing. 
 
The final event of the year was held last weekend on June 3 & 4 at Camp Artaban. This event, fondly titled “SHINE!” After Dark, was a 
chance for the senior high leaders to gather one last time to reflect, renew friendships and reconnect with God. Although the retreat started 
with a snow storm, it was a beautiful weekend and the leaders took part in several meaningful activities to renew their faith and reconnect with 
one another. It was a powerful experience...and yes, we stayed up well into the night! 
 
These two events were even more meaningful to me, because I have decided that this will be my last year of “SHINE!”. I began this journey 
ten years ago when I graduated from university. I thought it would be fun to put together a small retreat, much like those I attended in high 
school. I was planning to move back to the big city after one year, so this seemed like a great chance to have fun and meet new people! However, 
my involvement with the leaders and participants that year      became one of the most meaningful experiences in my life. It was so much more 
than I ever expected! And so I stayed. And as the years went by, I became very attached to all of my students and the adults that I spent so much 
time with. We     became like a family and for the first time in my life, I felt like I was truly making a difference. 
 
I have loved every minute that I’ve spent with my “SHINE!” family. It’s been a lot of late nights and hard work...but the  relationships that I’ve 
built in our school division will last a lifetime. Thank you for all of your support, kindness and         dedication...you’ve helped to make this  
program such a big success! I will miss this so very much...and these memories will make me smile for years to come.  
 
I will be moving to Vancouver at the end of the summer, and I’m hoping that this will give me an opportunity to reconnect with a diverse     
community of musicians and artists. I am also hoping that I may be able to pursue my love of youth work and eventually create my own youth 
program, similar to “SHINE!”. If you would like to stay in touch, please feel free to add your name to my contact list (see information below). 
Thanks so much for everything...and I wish you all the best of luck next year! 

 
Michelle Lacombe J 
“SHINE!” Retreat Coordinator, HFCRD #37 
Email:   michelle.and.shine@gmail.com 
Facebook Group:   “SHINE!” Friends 

 
 

 

mailto:michelle.and.shine@gmail.com
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Faith Formation Coordinator 
Chris Doll 
 
As we come to the year end, the month of June is a time of many celebrations being held across the Division?  Year end Masses and Celebrations.  We have much 
to Celebrate. 
 
Most especially, this month I would like to acknowledge and thank Michelle Lacombe, my work partner and friend;  Retreat Coordinator of SHINE Program in our 
Division.  The lives of hundreds of students have been touched in countless ways by Shine over the past 10 years. 
Michelle has been a true harvester of the gifts of the Youth, helping  them realize their God given talents creating a program that allowed Youth to experience  
community with peers and adults –training them as Leaders, presenters,  musicians, creating a place of belonging and growth ; of faith and family.   I celebrate with 
her and for her, in a spirit of gratitude for her great accomplishments.    
Abundant Blessing to you Michelle as you move forward to new and exciting adventures.   
 
Sr. Georgette Payeur of our Diocesan Lay Formation Center is retiring this month. She has been an anchor, an expert resource for a multitude of dimensions in the 
faith life of our schools and parishes.  She has been an integral part of Holy Family Catholic and we have been blessed to have her so close by to be our leader,  
mentor, teacher and friend and family member.    Sr. Georgette has provided us with countless programs including  the Lay Formation Program in which over 80 
have taken over the years;  RCIA; RCIC, Sacramental Preparation; Bible Study; Liturgy, Facilitator of  workshops; parish animator, parish council member as well as 
countless leadership roles in our Archdiocese over the years she has been with us.  She has been an integral part of our School Celebrations, Shine, Faith Formation 
Program;   This only touches the surface of the work of Sr. Georgette.    All of us are indeed deeply grateful for the ways too numerous to mention, that you have 
been a part of the fabric of our lives; adapting to the changing culture and bringing her deep wisdom to all of us for so many years.   A woman of grace and      
wholeness – we look forward to having you close by and continuing the journey with you. 
Her retirement celebration will be on AUGUST 26 beginning with a mass celebrated by the Archbishop at 5:30 in our church .  A barbecue supper will follow on the 
empty lot next to the rectory.  Please bring a salad or a dessert to share and please bring your own lawn chairs.  In case of inclement  weather, this event will be 
held in the church hall. Everyone is invited! 
 
Special thanks and gratitude  to Parish Priests in our Division who have served in our schools over the past several years.  Fr. Joseph at Our Lady of Peace in Peace 
River, Fr. Tony at St. Paul’s Parish in High Prairie, Fr. Sebastian at St. Rita’s Parish in Valleyview. 
 

Summer/Fall upcoming events: 
 
World Youth Day – August 16th-21st –Teachers Colin Holubowich and Stephanie Belanger  will be attending WYD in Madrid, Spain along with a 
larger group from our Diocese.   Coverage of this global event will be available through Salt and Light TV and online through this channel. 
 

 
 

Preparing for David Wells – Keynote Speaker for August 29th  
(District Faith Development Day) 

 
 
 
 

David is married with three children and lives 
in Devon, in southwestern England. David was, 
for 7 years, a senior high school teacher where 
he taught Religious Education and then spent 
two years as a Research Assistant for the   
Catholic Education Service in London. He spent 
6 years as an Adult Religious Education Advisor 
for the Nottingham Diocese before coming to 
the Roman Catholic Plymouth Diocese where 

he is currently Co-Director of the Department for Formation. He is 
currently a member of the Bishops’ Conference Committee for       
Catechesis and Adult Religious Education. He is an increasingly       
renowned speaker and has presented seminars in many parts of the 
world, including USA, Canada and Eastern Europe as well as through-
out the UK. For the past 8 years, he has been a popular speaker at the 
LA Congress. His role in the Diocese is to encourage more opportunities 
for adults to gather together and to continue to learn about their faith, 
which he describes as a “daunting challenge and a wonderful          
opportunity.” The important loves of his life are his family, football and 
food! 
 

Go with God - A Summer Prayer- (Anon.) 
 

As you leave school for the summer, and you lay aside 
textbooks and notebooks and pencils and pens, 

Go with God, for God goes with you. 
As you begin new projects 

Or a well deserved family vacation 
As you meet and make new friends, 
go with God, God will guide you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you enjoy the summer sun 
and the summer’s cool blue waters, 

Be wise and safe. 
Respect the beauty of the earth 

as God’s gift to you, 
And go with God, for God has created you. 

As you go to quite places to reflect 
and to pray, 

To enjoy the peace, 
And the beauty of private space 

And time off, 

Go with God, for God always goes with you. 
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Administrators of Information Technology 

 

 

 

 

Steve’s primary responsibilities will be to ensure that     

students and staff are always provided with an outstanding 

level of service in the area of technology. Steve will oversee 

technical staff and be a project lead in working with       

consultants and Alberta Education in the technical initiatives 

of the division.  

Steve received his Bachelor of Applied Information Systems 

Technology Degree from NAIT in 2001 and has worked in 

the IT industry for the past 10 years. Steve brings a wealth 

of knowledge and expertise to the position and Holy Family 

CRD #37 is excited to have him in this role.  

Learning Coach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Originally from Prince Edward Island, Gary moved to     
McLennan in 1984 to teach at Ecole Providence School.    
Together with his wife, Maureen, he raised his four children on 
the banks of Kimiwan Lake.  
Gary has 27 years of experience with the Division including 
serving as principal for 16 years with      Providence and Holy 
Family CyberHigh. He was the recipient of the    Excellence in 
Catholic Education Award, 2008-2009 and featured in Principal     
Portraits 2 as a finalist for the   Garfield Weston Outstanding 
Principals Award in 2003.  
Gary believes in living a life of service to family, school, parish, 
and community.” My involvement in parish life includes 25 
years as a member of the Knights of Columbus, and many 
years in parish council and Cursillo. In our community, I have 
played and/or coached most sports (hockey, baseball, power 
skating, and curling) and served over a decade on the        
volunteer fire department, including several years as chief. In 
my spare time I like to travel, camp, and do wood carving.” 
 

Learning Coach  

 

 

 

 

David Stewart is originally from    Saskatchewan. Married 

and a father of two teenagers, he lives in Manning, Alberta 

and for the last twelve years has taught at Rosary School. 

Before teaching mostly junior high Language Arts at    

Rosary, he taught high school English for eight years. 

David is very excited about taking on the challenge of  

being a learning coach and looks forward to serving other 

teachers in a variety of ways. 

 

Holy Family Catholic Regional Division #37 is pleased to announce  

the appointments  of  the new 

Faith Permeation Coordinator 

John Kuran graduated from the University 

of Alberta in 1980 beginning his teaching 

career at Glenmary School.  John spent the 

next six years at Glenmary enjoying every 

moment teaching Social Studies, Religion 

and Physical Education to grade 8 and 9 

students.  In 1987, John moved to Sr. High, 

teaching Social Studies 10 through 30 

along with Religious Studies and Physical  Education Courses.  In 

1988 John was appointed to a Glenmary administrative position, 

becoming the schools’ Assistant Principal and Religious          

Coordinator.  It was at this time that John became more deeply 

involved with teen retreats, first attending high school Chispazo 

retreat weekends then organizing and facilitating Teen Discovery 

Weekends as part of a Diocesan Youth Faith Spiritualty          

Coordinating Committee. In the 89-90 school year John moved 

into the vice-principal ship while continuing his instruction of   

Social Studies 20/30 and Religious Studies 25 and 35 courses. 

John was recognized for commitment to students, education and 

achieving excellence in 1995 nominated for ‘Excellence in   

Teaching’.  In 1997 he was appointed principal of Glenmary 

School continuing this position to date.  After thirty- one years in 

education he    continues his journey with servant leadership  

supporting teachers in their faith journey and educating the whole 

child mind, body & soul.  John believes strongly in the partnership 

between school, home and parish. 
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During the week of May 14th to May 21st we were pleased and proud to bring three students to the national science fair in  

Toronto. These three students were the Peace Country regional representatives on a larger team of science enthusiast, team 

Alberta.  Two of those students were from Glenmary High school and one from High Level. Both Christina Petluk and Matt 

Fyfe were the students that attend from Glenmary  School. The other member of our team was Mariem Orlos from High Level.   

The students had an eventful week ranging from public viewings, school tours, science challenges, tour of the city and judging 

day. Peace Country displayed three projects that added to the over 500 hundred projects from all across the country, projects 

from some of the top thinking science students that this great land has to offer. Another great experience for the students was 

to see projects from other parts of the world such as Australia, Mexico and the Republic of China.  

Judging day was an interesting and long day for all the participants. They manned their boothe for 8 hours while some 500 

plus experts in the field of science visited and asked them the tough questions. It was a great experience for the participants as 

they received a wealth of knowledge and encouragement from these seasoned science experts.  

The opening and closing ceremonies were second to none and the red carpets were literal rolled out for these future leaders in 

the field of science! In the end the awards banquet handed out a million dollars in prize money to successful candidates of the 

science fair. Amongst those winners was our own Matt Fyfe who brought home a silver medal, $700 cash and a $2000        

university scholarship.  Matt won for his industrial can crusher. He also developed a computer program that counts the    

number of cans so you don’t have to remember the numbers yourself. His innovation increases the number of cans that can be 

trucked at one time therefore reducing vehicle emissions. We would also like to recognize Christina Petluk who was short 

listed for a specialty award, for her eco-friendly toasty rice bags. 

During the week we had a time of learning great science, meeting and making great friends in a science cultivating               

environment! 

 

Jonathan Pittman & Denis Gagnon 



 6 

AWARDS CEREMONIES 

2010-2011 

Holy Family Cyberhigh School 

  

June 4, Graduation Mass at 5:00 p.m. in  Denise Valiquette and Jim 
Taplin McLennan –  St. Jean Baptiste – Banquet, grade activities 

and Celebration of Learning to follow at Church Hall 

St. Andrew’s School June 17th  – 1:00 p.m.  – Carmelle Lizée 

August 27  @ 2:00 p.m. Gr. 12 Graduation 

Glenmary School June 20th  – 1:00 p.m. Sr. High – Kelly Whalen   (Lindsay Atkinson, Karen 

Dumas-Wilson, Julia Martin, Colleen Johnson, Sherry Rhodes) 

June 28th – 10:30 a.m. Jr. High  - Dianne Lavoie and Kelly Whalen 
(Joanne Boutet, Alban MacAdam, Darren Flynn, Sue Sobchyshyn, Dan 
Moffet, Christine Naturkach) 

St. Stephen’s School June 20th   – 7:00 p.m. – Ann Polard 

Providence School June 22nd  – 7:00 p.m. –   Denise Valiquette 

Rosary School  June 28th  Mass @ 9:30 a.m.  – Margaret Michaud 
Year End Awards – June 28th @ 1:00 p.m. 
&  Grade 9 Grad  – June27th @ 6:30 p.m. 
  

Good Shepherd School June 28th  – 12:00 Noon – Dianne Lavoie/Kelly Whalen 

Holy Family School June 28th – 1:30 p.m.    – Dianne Lavoie 

Ward 1, High Prairie  

George Ostermeier  

Phone: 780 -523-2259 

georgeo@telusplanet.net  

Carmelle Lizee  

Phone: 780 -523-4196 

Carmelle@telusplanet.net  
 

Ward 2, McLennan  

Denise Valiquette, Vice -Chair  

Phone: 780 -324-2163 

valiquette@serbernet.com  
 

Ward 3, Valleyview  

Ann Polard  

Phone 780 -524-3987 

apolard@telus.net  

Ward 4, Subdivision 1  

Manning  

Margaret Michaud  

mmichaud@telusplanet.net 

780-626-5011 

Ward 4, Subdivision 2  

Grimshaw/Berwyn  

**VACANT**  

Ward 4, Subdivision 3  

Peace River/Nampa  

Dianne Lavoie, Chair  

Phone: 780 -618-9268 

rdlav@telusplanet.net  

Kelly Whalen  

Phone: 780 -624-0916 

k-whalen@dealeremail.com  

Ward 4, Subdivision 4  

Fort Vermilion  

Rene Lanctot  

Phone: 780 -759-2824 

rlanctot@telusplanet.net  
 

Lesser Slave Lake Indian  

Regional Council  

Beatrice Wright  

Phone: 780 -523-3178 

beawrigh@telus.net  
 

Western Cree Tribal Council  

Ryk David  

Phone: 780 -524-5978 

ryk_david@hotmail.com  

 

Tuesday, August 23 at 10:00 a.m. August 23 at 10:00 a.m. August 23 at 10:00 a.m. at Central Office Peace River.  OPEN  to the public. 


